
MEETING OF UTTLESFORD FUTURES HELD AT 1.00 PM AT COUNCIL 

OFFICES  HIGH STREET  GREAT DUNMOW ON 26 JANUARY 2005 

 

  Present:- Councillor Catherine Dean – Chairman. 
Councillor Barbara Hughes and Gaynor Bradley, 
Sarah McLagan, Mick Purkiss, Alex Stewart and Tracy Turner 
(Uttlesford District Council); Councillor John Whitehead and 
Christopher White (Essex County Council); Dale Atkins 
(Uttlesford PCT); Sue Sumner (Uttlesford PCT & CUSV); 
David Westcott (Council for Voluntary Service Uttlesford); 
Paul Garland (LA21); Ann Jones (Essex Youth Service); 
Maggie Evans (North & West Essex Community College); and 
Peter Fuller-Lewis (Uttlesford Association of Local Councils & 
PPIF). 
 
 

1 SAFFRON WALDEN INITIATIVE PRESENTATION 
 

Councillor Stephen Jones, John Ready and Peter Riding attended the 
meeting and gave a presentation on the study for improving Saffron Walden 
Town Centre which had been supported by Uttlesford Futures.  John Ready 
gave a comprehensive presentation and outlined the options for improvement 
and gave details of the consultation and public participation arrangements.  
He expressed the gratitude of Saffron Walden Initiative for the support which 
had been given by Uttlesford Futures.  Peter Riding added that the next step 
would be to get the project professionally costed and phased and understood 
that this would cost approximately £2,100.  He asked whether any further 
financial assistance could be given to enable this work to be completed. 
 
Members of Uttlesford Futures thanked the Saffron Walden Initiative for the 
work which had gone into this project and for the excellent presentation and 
said that the application for funding would be considered later in the meeting. 
 
 

2 FAMILY SUPPORT CENTRE PRESENTATION 
 

A presentation was made by PC Karl Llewellyn concerning domestic violence.  
He said that during the year to 1 January 2004, there had been 377 reported 
domestic violence incidents and this had reduced to 330 in the year to 1 
January 2005.  He said that he was particularly grateful for the work of the 
Uttlesford Community Support Group and the facilities provided by the Family 
Support Centre at Mole Hill Green Village Hall, Takeley.  Andrew Thompson 
then gave a presentation on a case study in Uttlesford. 
 
Members of Uttlesford Futures thanked them both for this fascinating 
presentation. 
 
 

3 APOLOGIES AND WELCOME 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Menell and Murphy, 
Sue Harrison, Glyn Pritchard, Peter Pearson, Paul Taylor, Melanie Walker 
and John Williams. 
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The Chairman welcomed Tracy Turner who had recently been appointed as 
the Executive Manager (Strategy and Performance) with Uttlesford District 
Council. 
 
 

4 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 2 November 2004 were approved as a 
correct record. 
 
 

5 MATTERS ARISING 
 

In relation to the Youth Survey undertaken by Priority Research, it was noted 
that it was not possible to undertake detailed post survey interviews due to the 
anonymity provided in the original survey.  Officers would clarify how gaps in 
the survey and the development of an action plan would be pursued. 
 
Christopher White gave a brief update on the revised constitution and said 
that Peter Pearson would be producing a report during February which could 
be considered at the next meeting of Uttlesford Futures. 
 
 

6 EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

Maggie Evans reported that funding had been provided for the following three 
projects: Working With the Care Sector; Producing a Role Model Directory of 
Successful Young People and Supporting Family Learning and Literacy.  She 
also reported on funding which had been provided to secondary schools; work 
to identify business skills gaps and the appointment of an educational advisor. 
 
 

7 PUBLIC HEALTH WHITE PAPER 
 

Alex Stewart gave a presentation on progress with the Public Health White 
Paper entitled Choosing Health.  He said that Uttlesford Futures had a lead 
role to deliver the community well being agenda and agree a shared vision 
and agenda for action in order to improve health.  He set out a suggested 
approach which would include utilising information and data, investment 
arrangements, joint appointments where relevant and joint planning 
processes. 
 
 

8 HEALTH UPDATE 
 

Dale Atkins provided details of the health and social care standards and 
planning framework and a summary is attached to these Minutes.  He said 
that the key messages were:- 
 

• Need to ensure that planning takes place in close partnership 
with local authorities and particularly in conjunction with the LSP 
(Uttlesford Futures); 
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• An opportunity to set local targets, but in conjunction with local 
partners; 

 

• Health care commission indication is that “pilots” for local target 
setting will take place during 2005/06 with the aim of rolling out 
for 2006/07; 

 

• Health and social care standards will form the basis for new 
performance assessment for NHS organisations.  Star ratings 
will be discontinued from 1 April 2005 and there will then be 
classification of performance into one of five categories: very 
good, good, satisfactory, unsatisfactory or serious concerns; 

 

• Part of the monitoring process will involve seeking views of local 
partners which may be a role for the LSP. 

 
He said that the five key themes were:- 
 

• A focus on health and well being across the whole system; 
 

• Getting the individual the patient, service user or client more 
power to improve their care and drive the whole system; 

 

• Improving both quality and e-quality; 
 

• Addressing the needs of children as well as the adult population; 
 

• Review and change the way we work to improve delivery. 
 
 
9 YOUTH FORUM 

 

Gaynor Bradley said that the Youth Forum was a joint project between the 
Youth Service and Uttlesford District Council.  A local democracy evening had 
recently been held and three issues (transport/access to leisure at reduced 
rates/provision of soap in schools) had been raised.  She updated Members 
with progress on these issues and other activities.  She said that the 
membership of the Youth Forum was increasing. 
 
 

10 BUDGET UPDATE 
 

Alex Stewart reported that there was currently £5,150 unspent in the budget.  
Contributions were still awaited from the PCT and the police. 
 
Consideration was then given to the request from Saffron Walden Initiative for 
a contribution to enable the professional costing and phasing of the Town 
Centre Project to be undertaken. 
 
It was agreed that a grant of £2.100 be made to the Saffron Walden Initiative 
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Christopher White suggested that if there were any under spend in the 
budget, it should be made available to ADAS to assist with the provision of a 
workshop in June.  Other Members agreed that this should be supported and 
he would obtain further details of costings to be considered at the next 
meeting. 
 
It was also noted that BAA, the largest employer in the area, had not made a 
contribution to Uttlesford Futures and it was agreed that a letter be sent to 
them asking for financial assistance in the work of Uttlesford Futures. 
 
 

11 STAFFING UPDATE 
 

Alex Stewart reported that the post of Strategic Funding Officer was being re-
advertised this week and it was hoped that interviews would be held at the 
end of February. 
 
 

12 COMMUNITY STRATEGY UPDATE 
 

Alex Stewart said that the draft strategy would be circulated to Members of 
CSAT in the near future. 
 
 

13 TRANSPORT FORUM UPDATE 
 

Councillor Catherine Dean gave an update on progress with the work of the 
Transport Forum.  She referred to a study on transport and in particular, 
proposals to provide a cycle/pedestrian path between Audley End Station and 
Saffron Walden town.  She said that the safer cycling paper prepared by 
Councillor Mike Hibbs would be considered by the Saffron Walden Initiative.  
She also referred to bus services and the implications of the Disability 
Discrimination Act and added that these issues would be kept under review. 
 
 

14 JOBS AND ENTERPRISE IN NON- DEPRIVED AREAS 
 

Alex Steward said that the LGIU had arranged a national action-learning day 
in deprived areas.  However, whilst Uttlesford did not fall into this category 
there were many problems with young people accessing jobs and learning 
and it was felt that a similar event should be held for areas like Uttlesford.  
Alex Stewart and Maggie Evans would pursue this matter further with the 
LGIU. 
 
 

15 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

It was noted that the draft mapping exercise was nearing completion and a 
report would be made to the next meeting.  Sue Sumner also asked that the 
Compact be included on the next agenda. 
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16 FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

It was noted that future meetings would be held on 8 March and 28 April 2005 
at the Dunmow Council Offices and would commence at 2.00 pm unless 
otherwise notified. 
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